
“Kicking Yourself” 
over what to give the 

person who has  
everything? 

See below
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12 Oregon Lions
Sight & Hearing Foundation

 

“Providing programs that positively impact quality of life”
1-503-827-6952 or 1-800-635-4667; or on the internet at www.OrLions.org

	 “Bleak! In one word – Bleak!” That’s how Carolyn Wilson described a 
snapshot of her life just a short while ago.  36 years of marriage over.  No em-
ployment.  No health insurance.  Eyesight rapidly deteriorating.  Panic set in.
	 “Let me tell you. I’ll never, ever wait again – Never!”  
    Carolyn addressed a recent OLSHF Trustee meeting on the campus of Guide 
Dogs for the Blind.  Lions are all too familiar with the story.  Individuals who 
were bright, productive members of the community, falling on hard times due 
to unplanned dilemmas thrust into their lives.  Loss of a long term relationship, 
combined with unemployment can be devastating.  And if vision fails, hope for 
any opportunity out of the quagmire can bring about hopelessness.
	 For Carolyn, who lives with 
her daughter Jennifer, and three young 
granddaughters, being able to see was 
critical to the fabric of their lives.  Jen-
nifer was also seeking work, but had 
to be available to drive Carolyn where 
she needed to go.  Carolyn needed her 
vision restored in order to help care 
for three active children, while mom 
was out seeking employment.
	 “I had a diabetic cataract re-
moved in 2002 from my left eye.  With-
out insurance, I had to stop my insulin 
injections which may have activated 
the cataract formation in my right eye.  
I knew this cataract would be differ-
ent.  It was getting very dense,” added 
Carolyn.
	 “I especially noticed it when 
putting on my makeup.  It got to the 
point where I couldn’t see anything 
out of my right eye.  I knew it had to 
be taken care of, but I kept hoping I’d get 
a job and have insurance.”
	 A family friend who had married her sister, Nancy, suggested contact-
ing the Oregon Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation’s Patient Care program.  
That family friend turned out to be Lions Pin Trader Don Adams.  Don got 

You Never Know When you Might Need Someone to Lean On!
Carolyn the application forms and within a month and a half, Carolyn was set for 
surgery.
	 Carolyn explained that her mother always taught the family members 
to give.  “We are all giving people.  I haven’t been able to give these past few 
years.  I’ve been on the receiving end.  I am anxious to get back to a productive 
life where I can continue to give and help others the way the Lions have helped 
me.”
	 “Lions are wonderful,” exclaims Carolyn.  “It has meant my eyesight.  I 
was aware of what Lions did, but it certainly helps when you know someone who 
is a Lion and knows what services are available.  At this particular time in my life, 

it has meant everything 
to me.  I can’t thank the 
Lions and the Founda-
tion enough.”
	  Carolyn found she 
could lean on the Lions 
through the Lions Sight 
& Hearing Foundation 
because of our endur-
ing commitment to 
provide hope for youth 
and adults across the 
state who are in need of 
sight or hearing saving 
surgeries.  
	  Lions recently re-
ceived a holiday appeal 
for support. The stark 
reality is that the over-
whelming need for the 
Foundation’s services 
outweighs the funds we 

have available.  Lion’s gifts 
to the Foundation, no matter what the size, are a wise investment in the health and 
the strength of our communities.    Your contribution guarantees that individuals 
like Carolyn will have an organization to lean on when they feel like life is falling 
apart.
 

Carolyn Wilson, her daughter and three granddaughters lean on each other for support.

Oregon Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation Staff
Thank You for Your Continued Support!

 

             It warms our hearts to serve alongside  
such caring and committed Lions who help us  
in making life better for so many Oregonians  

each year.  May you each have a joyous  
and blessed holiday season!

Honor Your Family and Friends While Making a  
Difference in the Lives of Those Less Fortunate

	 “Kicking yourself” over what to give the person who has everything? 
Consider a special donation from your kicker check in memory or honor of a 
fellow Lion or loved one whose commitment to service has made our state a 
better place. 
	 Oregon Lions can invest part of all of their refund kicker in the 
future of their Foundation.  Consider kicking your support of Foundation 
programs up a notch, by sending your December kicker checks to the Foun-
dation to help those in our community who are not as fortunate.  

Your Support Transforms Lives!  
Consider what your gift provides:

$1,000 ($83.33 per month)  
funds the transplant of a cornea, restoring a person’s vision through the  
Patient Care Program 
 
$500 ($41.66 per month) 
brings free health screenings on the Mobile Health Screening Unit to a  
community or school for a day 
 
$250 ($20.83 per month) 
can provide a disabled youth with an assistive device to help them succeed 
in school 
 
$160 ($13.33 per month) 
provides a pair of hearing aids to a low-income individual 

$50 ($4.16 per month)
buys a low vision aid for a visually impaired child through the Lions State-
wide Low Vision Clinic

Our Foundation staff: (l-r) Paul Morris, Susan Bowen, Brenda Anderson, Tom Geil, 
Sherry Yarger, Amber Kern and Karina Felix under the arch at Good Samaritan.  

The Foundation will be moving back to the location mid-year 2008.


